Afghanistan Unveiled 14> B & T

For centuries, women in Afghanistan have been victims of cruel treatment at the hands of fundamentalist

and patriarchal government. Arguably, the worst abuses occurred after the Taliban came to power in 1996,

whereupon one of the most restrictive system of laws in the country’s history was imposed.
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Women were forbidden to work and could not leave home without a burga and being accompanied by a
male relative. They could not visit male doctors, nor female ones, either, for women were forbidden to
practice medicine. Schooling, too, was banned to women, and institutions that didn’t respect this edict
were burned to the ground. Women had so few rights that young girls could even be sold as wives or
prostitutes.
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Women (and men) who defied the regime were severely punished. Public lashings, dismemberment, and

death by drowning are but a few examples of what was in store for offenders.
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Then, in November 2001, the Taliban were overthrown by a United State-led coalition. This opened the

door for humanitarian organizations like CARE and RAWA to restart basic services, including education,

medical care, counseling, and financial support to families and orphans. In the new Afghanistan, women
are regaining their freedoms and are even starting to fill government positions. Much, much more work

remains to be done, but after so many years of despair, there is finally some hope.
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Vocabulary

arguably [ * argjuebl] adv. HEzEH; ATLLAN
whereupon [ hwers * pan] adv. HIt, T&
restrictive [r1 * striktrv] adj. BRI 2R
offender [0 * fendea] n. HiE#H: LA
coalition [ koa * Izfen] n. I &5 B ) B B
humanitarian [hju maene * terton] n. A&+ X ¥

counseling [ * kauns!in] n. &K%

More Information

unveil [an ~ vel] v. FRXE T HiEE

fundamentalist [ fande * mentlzst] n. FE% ¥

patriarchal [ petrr * ark!] adj. BB EEGI[GUEIN; KK (EORKD 611
edict [ " idik] n. %4, #4

burned to the ground: 1 E4E; 2% it is a euphemism for wishing to disappear, or be totally destroyed
prostitute [ * praste_tjut] n. B4k

defy [d1 " fa1] v. AT

regime [r1 * 3im] n. ERL 46

lashing [ ~ leefin] n. ##4T

dismemberment [dis * membamant] n. JEf#; ik

but [bat] adv. R, %, A

in store: 7Efifi#cH; RUKRAE

overthrow [~ ove-Bro] v. fT15l; &N

despair [d1 * sper] n. 4



